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  Draft report 
 

 

  Addendum 
 

 

 III. Status and application of the five United Nations treaties 
on outer space 
 

 

1. The Legal Subcommittee recalled that the General Assembly, in its 

resolution  62/217, had endorsed the recommendation of the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that the Subcommittee should consider the agenda 

item on the status and application of the five United Nations treaties on outer space 

as a regular item and had noted that the Subcommittee at its forty-seventh session 

would reconvene its Working Group on the item and would review the need to 

extend the mandate of the Working Group beyond that session. 

2. The Subcommittee noted with appreciation that the Secretariat had distributed 

a revised version of the United Nations Treaties and Principles on Outer Space and 

Related General Assembly Resolutions (ST/SPACE/11/Rev.2), including the text of 

Assembly resolution 1721 A (XVI) of 20 December 1961; paragraph 4 of Assembly 

resolution 55/122 of 8 December 2000, in which the Assembly had noted with 

satisfaction the agreement reached by the Subcommittee, at its thirty-ninth session, 

on the question of the character and utilization of the geostationary orbit and a paper 

entitled “Some aspects concerning the use of the geostationary orbit” 

(A/AC.105/738, annex III); and the text of Assembly resolution 62/101. 

3. The Subcommittee noted with satisfaction that the Secretariat had distributed 

an updated document containing information, as at 1 January 2008, on States parties 

and additional signatories to the United Nations treaties and other international 

agreements relating to activities in outer space (ST/SPACE/11/Rev.2/Add.1). 
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delegations expressed the view that the lacunae resulting from the current legal 

framework could be addressed by the development of a universal, comprehensive 

convention on space law without disrupting the fundamental principles contained in 

the treaties currently in force. 

10. Some delegations expressed the view that it was important to continue efforts 

towards universal acceptance of the international legal regime governing activities 

in outer space, taking into account the need to identify new areas that might require 

regulation and that could be addressed by developing complementary instruments.  

11. The view was expressed that the development of a comprehensive convention 

on space law would be based on the principle of the sovereign equality of Member 

States set out in article 2, paragraph 1, of the Charter of the United Nations and 

reiterated in General Assembly resolution 1348 (XIII) of 13 December 1958, 

entitled “Question of the peaceful use of outer space”. 

12. Some delegations expressed satisfaction with the fact that issues related to the 

low rate of participation of States in the Moon Agreement had started to be 

considered, as there was a need for adequate and timely regulation of activities 

relating to the Moon in view of the extensive exploration of the Moon planned by 

several space-faring countries. Those delegations were open to a revision of the 

Moon Agreement, if necessary, and drew the attention of the Subcommittee to the 

precedent-setting value of the law of the sea and other international legal regimes 

dealing with areas beyond national jurisdictions. 

13. At its 765th meeting, on 31 March, the Subcommittee reconvened its Working 

Group on the Status and Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer 

Space under the chairmanship of Vassilios Cassapoglou (Greece). The Working 

Group held […] meetings. At its […] meeting, on […] April, the Subcommittee 

endorsed the report of the Working Group, contained in annex I to the present 

report. 

14. The Subcommittee endorsed the recommendation that the mandate of the 

Working Group be extended for one additional year. It was agreed that the 

Subcommittee, at its forty-eighth session, in 2009, would review the need to extend 

the mandate of the Working Group beyond that period. 

15. The full text of the statements made by delegations during the discussion on 

agenda item 6 is contained in unedited verbatim transcripts 

(COPUOS/Legal/T.[…]). 

 

 

 IV. Information on the activities of international 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 
relating to space law 
 

 

16. The Legal Subcommittee recalled that the General Assembly, in its 

resolution  62/217, had endorsed the recommendation of the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that the Subcommittee should consider, as a regular 

item of its agenda, an item entitled “Information on the activities of international 

intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations relating to space law”. The 

Subcommittee noted with satisfaction that various international organizations had 
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